
What is going on in the world right now? 
(apart from coronavirus)



George Floyd was 46 years old. He was an unarmed black man who 
died after a Minneapolis police officer kneeled on his neck for more 
than eight minutes as he told them, “I can’t breathe”.



Who was George Floyd? A more in-depth 
article

https://news.sky.com/story/who-was-george-floyd-the-gentle-giant-
who-loved-his-hugs-11997206

https://news.sky.com/story/who-was-george-floyd-the-gentle-giant-who-loved-his-hugs-11997206


The main police officer, the one was stepping on his neck, has been 
charged. He was originally charged with third degree murder, but with 
so many protests around the world and people believing that this 
indictment wasn’t good enough, it has now been upgraded to second 
degree murder.
The other three police officers have been charged with aiding (helping) 
the second degree murder.



Why is this considered to be racist?

Over the years, there are many examples of African-American people 
being killed by officers in the US.
There are also many examples of how they are treated differently, 
compared to white people.
There are also UK examples too, which we’ll explore in a little while.

George Floyd was not armed, he was not resisting arrest, yet was still 
treated in this way.



George Floyd’s death is very similar to that of Eric Garner, in July 2014.
He was arrested in New York on suspicion of illegally selling loose 
cigarettes. In a video, recorded by a  bystander, a white police officer is 
seen with his arm wrapped around Garner’s neck. Garner was 
asthmatic and was heard many times saying “I can’t breathe’. He loss 
consciousness and was later pronounced dead. The police officer never 
got charged for it.



Another case in 2020 (March 13th). A 26-year-old African American woman 
was shot in her house, as she tried to sleep. They entered the home as part 
of a drugs investigation. Breonna’s boyfriend claims that they did not 
announce that they were coming into the house and thought it was people 
breaking in. Breonna was shot at least 8 times. It was then found that the 
person who the police were looking for, was also in custody in prison. 
Information from:
https://news.sky.com/story/breonna-taylor-police-killed-black-woman-after-
storming-home-in-hunt-for-suspect-already-in-custody-lawsuit-says-
11987302

https://news.sky.com/story/breonna-taylor-police-killed-black-woman-after-storming-home-in-hunt-for-suspect-already-in-custody-lawsuit-says-11987302


In 2019, African Americans made up less than 14% of the population but accounted for more than 23% of the just over 
1,000 fatal shootings by the police.
Information from:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-52904593

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-52904593


Information from:
https://www.ethnicity-facts-
figures.service.gov.uk/crime-justice-
and-the-law/policing/stop-and-
search/latest

https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/crime-justice-and-the-law/policing/stop-and-search/latest


Although all of these examples have involved the police, 
there are endless incidents that involve normal people…



Stephen Lawrence, aged 18, was stabbed 
to death by an unprovoked racist attack by 
a gang of white teenagers while he waited 
at a bus stop in south-east London.
This happened in 1993.
His family battled for many years.
A report in 1999 found that the police 
were guilty of mistakes and racism.
In 2000, the Metropolitan police pay the 
Lawrence family £320,000 in damages for 
their mistakes.
In 2012, two people were found guilty.

Information from:
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/apr/19/stephen-lawrence-timeline-of-key-events

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/apr/19/stephen-lawrence-timeline-of-key-events


Belly Mujinga, aged 48 died on 5th April after contracting Covid-19. She 
fell ill with the coronavirus days after a man is alleged to having spat 
and coughed on her, whilst she was working at Victoria station. 
British transport police did launch an investigation into her death. They 
have reviewed CCTV image, interviewed a man and have since closed 
the case – saying there is no evidence of the incident and  that Belly  
Mujinga’s death was linked to it. People are still not happy with this. 
Latest news is that the case has reopened, due to people protesting. 

Information from:
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/may/12/uk-rail-worker-dies-coronavirus-spat-belly-mujinga

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/may/12/uk-rail-worker-dies-coronavirus-spat-belly-mujinga


Racism in daily life



Remember, racism has been going on for 
many, MANY years



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUfJCh7Rd_Q

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUfJCh7Rd_Q


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qcm1mPWk_pM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qcm1mPWk_pM


Britain abolished slavery in 1833.
The US also abolished slavery in 1865.



1955 – Rosa Parks.
She was arrested and fined for refusing to give up her seat to a white man.
People protested for a year, walking to work, even if it took them a long 
time. In 1956, US supreme court banned the law about segregated buses.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vP4iY1TtS3s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vP4iY1TtS3s


The media also plays a part in racism





Black lives matter movement
‘BLM’ 

• It is a movement that campaigns 
against violence and racism.

• It fights for equality for black 
people around the world.

• It started in 2013.



Protests - Paris



Protests - London



Protests - Australia



Protests - USA



Protests – South Korea



Protests – Japan



Protests – Germany



Newsround – Child friendly news website

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52950491 - George Floyd: 
Thousands in the UK join protests to take a stand against racism
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52932636 - George Floyd: 

Memorial held in the US
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52933380 - US kids give their 

reactions to protests
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52917648 - George Floyd: Five 

powerful anti-racism speeches in response to his death
• https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52902537 - US protests: An 

eighth night of demonstrations in photos

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52950491
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52932636
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52933380
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52917648
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52902537


Activity ideas

• Plan/design/make your own BLM poster.
• Create a fact file about a person who was 

influential to promoting equality for 
black people, peacefully (e.g. Martin Luther 
King, Rosa Parks, Harriet Tubman, Claudette Colvin, Jesse 
Owens, Barack Obama, Muhammed Ali etc.)

• Write a letter to Boris Johnson, 
expressing your concerns.
• Write your own version of Martin Luther 

King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech.


