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 Sticky Knowledge 

 Important events in the school's history could 

include the opening of the school, the arrival of 

new teachers, special visitors and significant 

changes to buildings. 

 

 

 The Victorian era was the time from 1837 to 1901 

when Queen Victoria was the monarch of the 

United Kingdom. 

 

 Victoria became queen during the start of the 

Industrial Revolution.  New machines were 

invented and factories were built. 

 

 Rich Victorian people lived in large houses and 

were looked after by servants. They went to 

boarding school or were taught at home. 

 

 Poor Victorian people lived in small houses and 

worked in factories, coal mines and mills. Many 

went to work instead of going to school. 

 

 In Victorian schools, boys and girls were 

separated. Children sat in rows and copied letters 

and numbers from a blackboard onto slate 

boards.  

 

 Teachers in Victorian times were strict and used 

the dunce’s cap and the cane to punish children.  

 Samuel Wilderspin was a teacher who is known as 

the founder of infant education. He invented the 

school playground so children could play outside. 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Arithmetic  Adding, subtracting, 

multiplying and dividing. 

Cane A long piece of wood or 

bamboo that was used to 

punish children in the 

Victorian era. 

Centenary  The 100 year anniversary 

of a place or event. 

Chronological  The order in which 

events happened. 

Dunce’s cap  A cone-shaped hat with a 

letter D on the front, 

which was worn by 

children in the Victorian 

era as a punishment. 

Invention  Something new that has 

never been made before. 

Monarch  A king or queen who 

rules a kingdom. 

Punishment  An unpleasant 

experience or task given 

to someone who has 

broken a rule. 

Link From 

 

Link To 

CHILDHOOD (Y1) 

Changes within living memory. 

Changes beyond living 

memory. 

Lives of significant individuals-

Queen Elizabeth 11. 

MAGNIFICENT MONARCHS (Y2) 

Changes within living memory. 

Changes beyond living 

memory. 

Lives of significant sovereigns. 

 


